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Federal Motor Carrier Safety Administration, DOT § 390.15 

Finding Aids section of the printed volume 
and at www.fdsys.gov. 

EFFECTIVE DATE NOTE: At 77 FR 51709, Aug. 
27, 2012, § 390.5 was amended by revising the 
definition of ‘‘gross combination weight rat-
ing’’, effective Oct. 26, 2012. For the conven-
ience of the user, the revised text is set forth 
as follows: 

§ 390.5 Definitions. 

* * * * * 

Gross combination weight rating (GCWR) 
means the value specified by the manufac-
turer as the loaded weight of a combination 
motor vehicle. 

* * * * * 

§ 390.7 Rules of construction. 
(a) In part 325 of subchapter A and in 

this subchapter, unless the context re-
quires otherwise: 

(1) Words imparting the singular in-
clude the plural; 

(2) Words imparting the plural in-
clude the singular; 

(3) Words imparting the present tense 
include the future tense. 

(b) In this subchapter the word— 
(1) Officer includes any person au-

thorized by law to perform the duties 
of the office; 

(2) Writing includes printing and 
typewriting; 

(3) Shall is used in an imperative 
sense; 

(4) Must is used in an imperative 
sense; 

(5) Should is used in a recommenda-
tory sense; 

(6) May is used in a permissive sense; 
and 

(7) Includes is used as a word of inclu-
sion, not limitation. 

[53 FR 18052, May 19, 1988, as amended at 60 
FR 38744, July 28, 1995] 

Subpart B—General Requirements 
and Information 

§ 390.9 State and local laws, effect on. 
Except as otherwise specifically indi-

cated, subchapter B of this chapter is 
not intended to preclude States or sub-
divisions thereof from establishing or 
enforcing State or local laws relating 
to safety, the compliance with which 
would not prevent full compliance with 

these regulations by the person subject 
thereto. 

§ 390.11 Motor carrier to require ob-
servance of driver regulations. 

Whenever in part 325 of subchapter A 
or in this subchapter a duty is pre-
scribed for a driver or a prohibition is 
imposed upon the driver, it shall be the 
duty of the motor carrier to require ob-
servance of such duty or prohibition. If 
the motor carrier is a driver, the driver 
shall likewise be bound. 

§ 390.13 Aiding or abetting violations. 
No person shall aid, abet, encourage, 

or require a motor carrier or its em-
ployees to violate the rules of this 
chapter. 

§ 390.15 Assistance in investigations 
and special studies. 

(a) Each motor carrier and inter-
modal equipment provider must do the 
following: 

(1) Make all records and information 
pertaining to an accident available to 
an authorized representative or special 
agent of the Federal Motor Carrier 
Safety Administration, an authorized 
State or local enforcement agency rep-
resentative, or authorized third party 
representative within such time as the 
request or investigation may specify. 

(2) Give an authorized representative 
all reasonable assistance in the inves-
tigation of any accident, including pro-
viding a full, true, and correct response 
to any question of the inquiry. 

(b) For accidents that occur after 
April 29, 2003, motor carriers must 
maintain an accident register for three 
years after the date of each accident. 
For accidents that occurred on or prior 
to April 29, 2003, motor carriers must 
maintain an accident register for a pe-
riod of one year after the date of each 
accident. Information placed in the ac-
cident register must contain at least 
the following: 

(1) A list of accidents as defined at 
§ 390.5 of this chapter containing for 
each accident: 

(i) Date of accident. 
(ii) City or town, or most near, where 

the accident occurred and the State 
where the accident occurred. 

(iii) Driver Name. 
(iv) Number of injuries. 
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